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“At first it was like my whole life was 
over.” Living in a rural area, he had 
few options for transportation out-
side of his Medicaid provided trans-
portation to medical appointments 
and the transportation provided by 
VESID to get him to and from his 
college classes at the State University 
of New York at Potsdam. Suddenly, 
his aides “…weren’t allowed [to 
drive him anywhere] even though 
it was written in their contracts,” he 
explains. Chris got some good advice 
from a college professor who said, 
“Don’t take no for an answer.” This 
professor “showed me how to fight 
your way through [self-advocacy],” 
Chris recalls. 
Through some online research, 
Chris contacted Sim Goldman, Se-
nior Attorney, Disability Advocates, 
Inc. in Albany, who recounts, “He 
had an issue that had been bubbling 

Battle for Independence — Won
continued from page 1 they are providing care. Chris got a 

call from Sim Goldman on Christ-
mas Eve. Chris says, the message 
was, “if you need to get any Christ-
mas presents, go and do it.”
In October 2009, Chris, Cynthia, and 
Sim were honored for their success 
on this issue, along with attorneys 
from the New York State Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene and the New 
York State Department of Health, 
by the Consumer Directed Personal 
Assistance Association of New York 
State, at their Annual Conference in 

Saratoga Springs. Chris was able to 
attend, with several of his personal 
care aides, who drove him nearly 
four hours each way to be there.
A year after Chris’s case, he reflects 
that the struggle was “eye open-
ing” and made him, “realize that 
the rights I had could be taken 
away at any moment.” But, he also 
says that, “in a way, it makes me a 
stronger person…I want to try to 
make things better [for other people 
in his situation]. My uncle had the 
same condition. He only lived to 18 
and he never had the chances I did. I 
wouldn’t want to be in the situation 
that he was in.” Now, Chris wants to 
fight for others. As a junior studying 
communications and creative writ-
ing, Chris aspires to become a public 
speaker after he graduates, so that he 
can tell his story and inspire others.

up for some time…it cried out for 
relief.” This is a man who “despite 
his Muscular Dystrophy is trying to 
live a full life.” Further, Sim felt that 
there is “nothing in Federal law that 
prohibits [aides] from driving.”
With this support, a legal team began 
to form. The Legal Aid Society of 
Northeastern New York (LASNNY) 
and Disability Advocates, Inc. are 
both part of the state Protection and 
Advocacy (“P&A”) network, which 
receives federal funding to represent 
those with developmental disabilties. 
The P&A attorneys from both pro-
grams already knew each other, since 
they collaborate regularly at state-
wide conferences and on bi-monthly 
conference calls. So when Chris 
needed local counsel, it was natural 
for Sim to reach out to the P&A at-
torney in LASNNY’s Canton office, 
Cynthia A. Eyler. In addition, Chris 
was referred to LASNNY’s Canton 
office by his local counselor, who also 
was familiar with LASNNY’s Canton 
office. Cynthia says that there was 
no clear answer in law or regulation 
for the question Chris posed; only 
local policies forbade personal care 
aides to drive their employers, while 
on duty caring for them. The issue 
was ripe for interpretation at a New 
York State Fair Hearing. Cynthia 
maintained at the Fair Hearing that 
removing Chris’s non-medical trans-
portation violated the purpose of the 
CDPAP outlined in Social Services 
Law, the integration mandate of Title 
II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990, and violated section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act. The 
administrative law judge did not 
rule in Chris’s favor. Therefore, 
Cynthia filed an appeal in St. 
Lawrence County Supreme Court 
about a week before Christmas, 
2008.
A few days later, the New York 
State Department of Health issued 
a General Information Systems 
message allowing Medicaid fund-
ing for Personal Care Assistants 
to transport their employers while 

“Don’t take no for an answer…
fight your way through self-
advocacy”
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Part I: January 21, 2010 
Domestic Violence in the LGBT 
Community; Family Court 
Issues
Part II: February 18, 2010 
Name Changes, Dissolution 
of LGBT Relationships, Public 
Benefits and Entitlements
3 CLE Credits each part 
Appropriate for new and experi-
enced attorneys
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Wednesday, March 17, 2010 
through Friday, March 19, 2010 
Albany Law School
Earn 12 free CLE credits; training 
limited to 20 participants

See the LASNNY website for 
details: www.lasnny.org.

On January 7th, Amberlee Hammond, a Legal Aid 
client and domestic violence survivor, testifies before 
the NYS Senate Hearings on IOLA funding for Legal 
Services. Director Lillian Moy is seated to her left.
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Send in your gift by 
February 14

or donate online at 
www.lasnny.org

55 Colvin Avenue 
Albany, NY 12206
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Are you a leader in the

The Annual Campaign for the 
Legal Aid Society of Northeastern New York

Representatives of leadership firms at the campaign kickoff on 
October 1, 2009 at Dale Miller Restaurant in Albany.
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